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"Robot." Merriam-Webster.com. Merriam-Webster, n.d. Web. 18 Jan. 

2016.
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US Patent 2,490,844 filed in May of 1940; Patent 2,408,819 filed May 

16, 1940 and patent 2,482,804 filed May 16, 1940
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This research topic was traditionally part of the human-
computer interaction field. 

However, emphasis is put on the requirement of robustness 
with respect to all sources of noise present in "real-world" 
environments of (usually) mobile robots. 
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The words “red”, “read” and “read” when spoken and in written form 

provide confusion. We remove the confusion by speaking them in 

context or writing them in context. This does not always work. Ask a 

friend what the following means to them when you say it to them…”The 

books are red in this class.”
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It is always difficult to gauge intent and we have many many thousands of years of 

cultural cues to provide us this information. 

When I was a soldier one of my platoon commanders told me the following story. The 

old Canadian army field rations (Individual Ration Packs or IRPs) were issued for field 

operations when access to dining facilities were limited. The IRPs came with enough 

food for breakfast, lunch and dinner with a surprising array of desserts. One day a load 

of rations arrived at the platoon. Each IRP had the word “poison” prominently 

displayed on it in several places. An order arrived with the IRPs from higher command 

indicating that the soldiers were not to eat the tinned peaches in the IRPs as they were 

poisonous and this was the reason that the word “POISON” appeared on the 

packaging. The IRPs were fine to eat except for the peaches. Each platoon 

commander was to visually inspect each IRP, remove the peaches and send a 

message to higher command that this had been done before issuing the modified IRPs 

to the soldiers.

The platoon commander entered the tent with the platoon Sergeant in order to comply 

with the orders. As they were modifying the meals a few soldiers were watching them 

through the tent flap. The platoon commander asked the platoon Sergeant what he 

thought the soldiers were thinking. The platoon Sergeant responded: “When they get 

their IRPs they will be very hungry because we have delayed issuing them, they will 

read the word written on the package and think we are trying to kill them but, worst of 

all, we will have stolen their dessert.”
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The cafe wall illusion is an optical illusion, first described by Doctor 

Richard Gregory. He observed this curious effect in the tiles of the wall 

of a cafﾌｩ at the bottom of St Michael's Hill, Bristol.This optical illusion 

makes the parallel straight horizontal lines appear to be bent.

http://www.cooldictionary.com/words/Richard-Gregory.wikipedia
http://www.cooldictionary.com/words/Bristol.wikipedia
http://www.cooldictionary.com/words/Parallel.wikipedia
JavaScript:openWin('popup/entropy.html','650','500')
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In 1948 Claude Shannon published his landmark “A Mathematical Theory of 

Communication”. He begins this pioneering paper on information theory by observing 
that "the fundamental problem of communication is that of reproducing at one 
point either exactly or approximately a message selected at another point." He 
then proceeds to so thoroughly establish the foundations of information theory that 
his framework and terminology remain standard. Information Theory regards 

information as only those symbols that are uncertain to the receiver. For years, people have 

sent telegraph messages, leaving out non-essential words such as "a" and "the." In the same 

vein, predictable symbols can be left out, like in the sentence, "only infrmatn esentil to 

understandn mst b tranmitd." Shannon made clear that uncertainty is the very commodity of 

communication. The amount of information, or uncertainty, output by an information source is a 

measure of its entropy. 
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A giant panda goes into one of those expensive and pretentious 
restaurants serving French/Asian fusion cuisine and takes a table for 
one. The surprised waiter for that table explains unctuously that his 
name is Marcel, he will be your server tonight, and we 'ave a number of 
specials (he is French), etc., etc. The panda listens impassively to the list 
of $27 chili-pepper encrusted swordfish specials and so on, and then 
orders a delicately flavored dish of young bamboo tips and mixed 
greenery served with steamed jasmine rice. On finishing his meal, the 
panda gets up, reaches into his fur for a handgun, brings down the 
waiter with one shot, and calmly heads for the door.The head waiter is 
near the door and exclaims in shock, "Oh, monsieur, what 'ave you 
done? You 'ave killed Marcel! Why 'ave you done zis, monsieur? You 'ad 
some problem? Ze service was not acceptable? "The panda scowls at 
him and says, "I'm a fucking panda. Go look it up." He stalks out into 
the night.The baffled staff huddle round the compact encyclopedic 
dictionary that they keep on the premises, and turning to Panda, giant, 
they read this: 

Panda, giant. Large bear-like animal, Ailuropoda 

melanoleuca, with distinctive black and white 

markings, related to raccoon family. Rare; found 



only in bamboo forests of Tibet and western China. Eats 

shoots and leaves.
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It’s not the input that is the problem. Usually you need to do something 

with the input.
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A bicycle seat is also know as a “saddle” because the people who 

designed it only had a horse for a model. The prototype bicycle was 

something called a “hobby horse”, it had a wooden seat and wheels and 

was pushed by the rider by a running motion of the legs on the ground. 

So much for extending an idea too far.
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“Japanese Rock-Paper-Scissors Robot Never Loses”

BY DAMON POETER NOVEMBER 5, 2013 02:21PM EST found at 

http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2426780,00.asp accessed on 18 

Jan 2015
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